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Populations of the Gyps vultures have been drastically declining during last fifteen years.. 

These once-common species have become rare and listed in the Red Data Book under the 

critically endangered category. White-rumped Vulture Gyps bengalensis and Long-billed 

vulture Gyps indicus indicus were once common in our area. In the year 03-04 we, Sahyadri 

Nisarga Mitra a NGO, working in Konkan since 1992, started study and conservation work 

for the Gyps bengalensis species.  

 

This paper provides recent information about breeding of Gyps Vultures in Maharashtra and 

details of conservation work undertaken by Sahyadri Nisarga Mitra, Chiplun. 

 

Study area 

Though we searched Vultures in entire Ratnagiri District, centre point of the study was 

Nesting colony at village Anjarla (17
0 

48
/ 

N 73
0 

02
/ 

E), Tal. Dapoli, District Ratnagiri, 

Maharashtra, India. This is a coastal village in Konkan- The narrow strip situated in-between 

Sahyadri and Arabian Sea. The breeding colony is in coconut groves. 

 

Methodology 

We visited the nesting colony weekly and observed the each nest by binoculars. From the 

year 06-07 to 08-09 we observed nests by climbing up the tree. On two nests CCTV Camera 

was installed and observations were taken by way of TV screen. Another important source of 

information was local people. We collected information from them by way of interview and 

informal talks. 

 

Nest  

Measurement of one nest was 0.51 X 0.56 m in size and with shallow central depression. 

Leafy twigs of Mangifera indica, Cocos nucifera, Loranthus longifolia were used for nest 

building. Green leaves of Mangifera indica, Cocos nucifera were used for lining the nest. All 

the nests were in scattered colony and minimum distance between two nests was 5.75 m. 

Height of nests is between 17 m to 25m.  

 

Tree species 

Most of the nests were seen on Coconut Cocos nucifera. Out of total 153 nests observed 146 

(92%) were on the Cocos nucifera. Following are  the details of the tree species.   

 

 

 

 

 



                                     Table No. 1:  Details of the tree species used to build a nest.  

Tree species used to built a nest 

Year Treespecies Nests Nest % 

2003-04 Cocos nucifera                22 79 

 Mangiferra indica 5 18 

 Sterculia foetida  1 3 

Total nests   28   

    

2004-05 Cocos nucifera                45 96 

 Mangiferra indica 2 4 

Total   47   

    

2005-06 Cocos nucifera                36 97 

 Mangiferra indica 1 3 

Total   37   

    

2006-07 Cocos nucifera                11 92 

 Mangiferra indica 1 8 

Total   12   

    

2007-08 Cocos nucifera                20 91 

 Mangiferra indica 2 9 

Total  22  

    

2008-09 Cocos nucifera            12 100 

Total  12  

 

Year wise details  

Year 03-04 

 

We started to visit breeding colony weekly and observed the nest with 8 X 50 binoculars. All 

the nests were within the 1 sq km area and in the Coconut Cocos nucifera grooves. The 

houses of the locals are also in the grooves. Most of the nests were on coconut tree. In the 

first year 2003-04, we can't complete the scanning of entire area hence some of the nests 

were missing. We installed one CC TV Camera on  Mangiferra indica nest on 05.10.2003. 

After completion of the installation, vultures took only 15 minutes to attend the nest. Three 

times a day nest was observed on TV screen. On 27.11.2003 evening there was egg in the 

nest. On 09.12.2003 the egg was not present in the nest. The reason behind it was unknown. 

Total 28 nests were observed and 15 chicks were fledged in that year. 

 

 

 



Year 04-05 

In second year 2004-05 we able to complete entire scanning of area and observed 48 nest in 

the area. On 13.11.2004 installed camera on nest which was on Mangiferra indica  and observed 

the nest activity. The nest building was already started. At 10.00 hrs started the work and at 

12.00 hrs completed the installation. The nest was clearly visible on the TV screen in the 

house. Daily two to four hrs observations were done. Many times the birds were seen while 

incubating in the nest. On 2.12.2004 mating was observed in the nest. From 13.11.2004 to 

16.01.2005 regular activity was in the nest but no egg was observed in the nest. From mating 

(02.12.2004 to last activity (15.01.2005) at list 43 days false incubation was seen. In this year 

only ten chicks were able to survive. We decided to find out the actual percentage of false 

incubation in the area.   

 

Year 05-06 

In third 05-06 year we have observed the nesting activity and counted 37 nests in the area. In 

this year we successful in verifying the each nest for eggs. Four times we arrange a local tree 

climber and ask him to climb up on the nesting tree and verify whether there is eggs in the 

nest or not. The results were shocking. 40% nests were having false incubation. Long time 

incubation was recorded in our weekly visit but there was no egg till end of the activity in the 

nest. We decided to find out the reason behind this false incubation. Only five chicks were 

able to fledged this year from the colony.  

 

                        Table No. 2:  Details of the activity observed in the year 05-06.  

Sr. No Activity Found in nests 

1 Total nests 34 

2 Success 5 

3 Fail during nest building 8 

4 Incubation observed 24 

5 Eggs were seen in the nest 12 

6 False incubation 17  

 

Year 06-07 

In the year 2006-07 only 12 nests were found in the colony.  Eleven were on Cocos nucifera 

and one on Mangiferra indica. Only two hatchlings were able to fledge.   

This year we unable to make more study about the false incubation in breeding colony. We 

have collected related information around the breeding colony. We have undertaken survey 

in sorrounding villages and collected information. The dead cattle were burred in entire 

Konkan. In Maharashtra Gadgebaba Gram Swachhata Abhiyan (clean village initiative) is 

government policy. At many village panchayat announced that dead cattle's must be burred 

and if they were thorn on ground then fine will there and also boards were displayed  in some 

villages.  

Most of the old cattles   were send to slaughter house as they were non productive. There 

were very few old cattles remains in village that were died naturally.  

In Konkan most of the live stock is non productive. They were kept only for their dung, 

which is used in paddy fields. Farmers were so pour that they were not able to go to 

veterinary doctor for their non productive cattle.  



Looking towards above facts we think scarcity of food is the main problem in Konkan. To 

solve this problem we decided to provide food to Vultures. 

 

Year 07-08 

Feeding 

In the month of May 2007 using GI chain link we erected 2000 sq. ft. fenced feeding ground 

for vultures. This would keep the village clean too! At Anjarla we appointed a person to lift 

dead animals from villagers and dump them in the fenced area near breeding ground. He uses 

an old Tata mobile (a pickup truck) for this work. By distributing handbills in the nearby 

villages we announced that our appointed person will pick up dead animal right from the 

house. We also take care to check history of the cattle and if it is injected by veterinary 

doctor or poisoned then it is asked to burry. Slowly but steadily this system worked. In last 

breeding season from May 07 to April 09   total 40 dead animals were made available to 

vultures. The results of this activity were positive. 

In the season 2007-08 total 22 nests were found in the breeding colony. Nine chicks were 

fledged from the colony.  It means false incubation declined to 13% from 45% and breeding 

success rate increased to 40% from 16%. We think these are good results. 

                          

           Table No. 3:  Details of the activity observed in the year 05-08.  

 

Sr. No Activity Found in nests 

1 Total nests 22 

2 Success 9 

3 Fail during nest building 7 

4 Incubation observed 15 

5 Eggs were seen in the nest 12 

6 False incubation 3 

 

 

Year 08-09 

In the year 2008-09 we unable to continue the feeding program as villagers not accepted the 

project. They complaint against the project and we forced to remove the fencing and stop the 

feeding in eng April 2008. 

This year there were only twelve nests were found in the colony and only three chicks were 

able to fledge form the colony.  

                   

                       Table No. 4:  Details of the activity observed in the year 08-09.  

 

Sr. No Activity Found in nests 

1 Total nests 12 

2 Success 3 

3 Fail during nest building 2 

4 Incubation observed 10 

5 Eggs were seen in the nest 5 

6 False incubation 5 

 



Again this year Success reduced from 40% to 25 % and false incubation increased from13% 

to 41 %. Unfortunately we fail to provide the food but this results confirms the scarcity of 

food is the main problem in Konkan.  

 

Most of the nests were on coconut Cocos nucifera tree. Farmers destroy the nests on coconut 

tree as vulture droppings and their activities cause reduced coconut output and sometimes the 

trees even die. Bhau Katdare member of Maharashtra State Wildlife Advisory Board 

recommended State Wildlife Advisory Board that Government should give compensation to 

coconut tree owners where there are vulture nests. The Department has also accepted the 

same. In the next season forest department implementing it. 

 

                Table No. 5 Results of Vulture conservation project from the year 2003 04 to 2008-

09. 

Results of Vulture Conservation Experiment 

 

Year Nests Successful Success 

% 

False 

incubation 

% 

2003-04 28+ 15 53 * 

2004-05 47 10 21 * 

2005-06 37 5 13 45 

2006-07 12 2 16 * 

2007-08 22 9 40 13 

2008-09 12 3 25 41 

                              + Some of the nest were missing as not able to find out. 

                              * Not verified the presence of egg. 
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